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FROM AI'IBASS,AD'OR 

SUBJECT 8 AFGHAN,I,STAN POLL IT ICAL  U N C E H T A I N T I E - s ~ . ~  
< "I I *  

SUMMARY * VAGUE ATMOSPHERE OF POL I T  I C A L  CR IS IS:'~.IAS,, BEEN, 
DEVELOPING KABUCI'IN RECENT D A Y S #  THOUGH ~ N d d h l ~  F A C T O R S  DO 

" ,  NOT SEEM WAR'RANT AS MUCH M A L A I S E l < A S  EXIS:TS*  M I N H E A L T H  
R E S I G N A T I O N  P R I V A T E L Y  'CONFIRMED AND OTHER NEAR HESIG-7. 
N A T I O N S  R E L I A B L E '  REPORTED* qP,PRQACH TU AMBASSADOR 
THROUQH INTERMEDIARY FROY F'O,RfblER PM P R I N C E '  DAUD QUEUY I N D  
US A T T I T U D E  TOWARO~ POSSI~IL~ T Y  H I S  R E T U R ~  TO POWER* 
A C T I O N  REQUESTED: DEPT COMMENTS ON PROPOSED L I N E  TO! 
FOLLOW I N  RESPONSE DAUD APPROACH. 'END SUMMARY. 

, ! ;%d 
I rJ , 

i *  THEHE IS AN' 146-DEFINED POLITICAL CRISIS IN KABUL; WHJCH 
APPEARS DEEPER THAN A V A I L A B L E  FACTS ,AND KNOWN FACTORS 
WARRANT* ELEMENTS ARE CONTINUED UNIVERSITY S T A N D S T I L L #  
SLUGGISH ECONOMY, H I G H  F O O D ' t R I C E S  I N  SPOTS AND UNEVEN 
OISTRIMUTIONI  SUGAR SHORTAGE# AS WELL AS, CONFIRMED (THOUQMJ 
POSSIBLY NOT ACCEPTED I RESIGNATION MINISTER OF HEALTH 'AND 82, REPORTED CONSIDERATION OF R E S I G N A T I O N  BY M I N I S T E R S  OF1 -... - - 
EDUCATION AND I N T E R I O R *  A D D I T I O N A L  FACTORS ARE GOVERNMENTtS . - 

- -- 
"HOLD-TMEILINE~' P O L I C Y  ON PUSHTUNISTAN WHICH C R I T I C S  -- 

-3 

INTERPRET AS FURTHER EV IDENCE '  OF RGA INDECIIS~IVENESSI - 1  

S T O R I E S  OF H I G H  .CEVEL+ ,CORRUPTION~  A D P I N I S T R A T I O N  MALI 
F U N C T I O N  AND CONTINUED ABSENCE P A R ~ ~ A M E N T A R Y  QUORUM. I 

2 *  TO THE LONG-TERM RESIDENT8  WHICH I HAVE '  BECOME8 NONE, I 

I 
OF THESEq I T E M S  SEEMS UNUSUAL OR 'EXCEPTIONALLY GRAVE* 

3 
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M0R:EOVE.R  THE ABOYE; . L , I  ST ,:DOES ,A~.,~,I~S.'TI.NC~;. I N  J ~ ~ T ; ~ : ~ ~ :  :.,, . . 

f 0 MAMY R~AL"RG-AJ;ACCOMPL I ~ S H M E N ~ S ~ . ' . Q F . ~  W H : * I :  b E . p ~ . . I ~ 8 1 ~ ; .  . . . .  ..:. , . 
AWARE ,AND YE? : ?.HERE8 ,IS, AN' .ATMOSPHERE :,HE,RE. ,OF:. ,LASS . I.T~DE,, .1. . . . . . . . . . .  

' 1 ... . . . . . .  

OF,. R.ESI GNATI.ON,' , A S  I F,!,'THE, ELAN, ;VI'~~;L; OF. ..THE . G O V ~ R N , M E N T  
HA$., 'BECOME . 'EXHAUSTED+ Aw: .THE,RE':;"I:S; GR'DW.:I,NG ;c'R:I.TI,[I:I:$M.' 
OF THE K I N G  :AND ,!,IS . A & C g G . E ~  ....INAB:I LJT.Y;;O~; .cijW I L ~ : ~ N p h , & ~  TO. 

. . MAKE ~ D E C I . S ~ Q N S * .  . . . .  . . . . .  . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  i . . .  . , . . . . . . . . .  ..4 . ?. , , . !  . . . . . . I . . ,  . : . . . . .  . . , .  , 

. . . .  
3 AGAINST <.TH:IS; .BA.QYGROUMD.. TIHE; FO:LLOW SHOULD BE,: 
F . ~ A L U A T E D  1. . ; .!. ,.. b., .' ,i . ' . . , , .  . , , 

r r E n  - O N  M A R C H ; ,  III,~.., WA.HI:D ..A&DULLAH,:' D!I,RE'C~OR: OF, 
I.N.F,O:RM,AT.I ON*  MF A, ... CAME. ,TO ,,~~s.I,D.ENc:E AT'..~JI.S.. SU.OGE,SX:'ION. . .  

WAHID IS: :~ELL.  K N O W ~ T O :  ,,US. * A S ' ~ O . ~ O : ~ T I . M E  FERY.EN,T,:.  SUPPORTER. 1. ' . 
. , 

A N D  BOOSTER OF:FDRM,&!!PR PR,~NCE"D:AUD:, . A T  THAT':~:I~E,. 'HE ... . 

ASK'ED:. ,.ME'< . W l f A T . ,  , .  . , , , .  YQY'CD. 'BE, ;US'? ;.REAc:TI':O,N T..o! ' :@~Ubt s:' HE-,AS$UMPX I O N  

. . . . .  
O F F ~ O W E R .  1.19, $E$PON'S:E I ,I,NQU';IREO' ~ w H E T M ~ ~ ; . , ~ ~  'wig:: ASK.$NB 
UNDER INSTRUCT I ONS.:;:FROM DAUD'-';HE: ~ s T ~ T ~ E ~ c ~ ~ . ~ ~ ; ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ : .  , 

i 

. 
'"DAUD.' KNOWS I A M '   MERE,^^ I THEN ' .ST.ATED T H A T '  'IN,TERN~LI. 
AFFAIRS AFGHAN,I S T ~ N  .:N'OT ,,. . ~ f  . PEAT '  NO*. PROPE~+MAT,T,ER. .I . , I ,  , $ .  . .  . . -  "FOR; ME: 
TO C'0MHEN.T ONa 

I TEN = QN M A R C H  '27, W ~ H I D  SENT W E T H R O U G I ~  EMBASSY,  ,. . 

DFF.ICER .F~OLLOWING Q ' U E S ~ F O N S  .AS'  COYING O ~ R E ~ T L Y '  FROM DAUD; . , 
AS,RESULT .CONVERSATION P R E V I O U S  D.bY BE?.WEEN PRINCE'.D&UD,. 
PRINCE NA I.M AND w AHPD l -, . , 

A. W H A T  IS,.ATJITUDE ,OF US. R E .  D A U D ' S  POSSIBLE:  
RE-ASSUMPTION . ~ F ~ ' P o W E R ~  

:B. C0UL;D.r. DAUDANAIM COUN,? UPON. SYMPATHY O F  USG . IF: 
DAUD, . , B F C O M ~ S  . HE A! ' OF GOVERNMENT? . . I 

.:.,.c .;. WOULD; -us T ~ E N  CONT INUE:;TO~ SUPPORT AFGHAN ISTAN . . . .  . . . . . . .  , I 
ECON:OMICALCY4  AND^ M O R A ~ L Y ? '  .... : , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . .  . . .  . . . 

. ... .' :!, p . :  Y ~ L L  U S  :sAFEPuARD A F G H A N  N A T I  O N A ~ :  INDEPENOENCE?, 
1 TEM - ,  -,.OF .M.A.R'~H:  28 ,  :CONFIRM 1 NG DAUD.  CRI,,f I:C.I SM 

OF.  'F:A'.ILU'RE: GOVERNMENT.~ 'TO A C T '  A N D . . ~ O T  . R ~ P E A T  NOT 'RULING . . . . 

out. ' .  . , 6Aub: RETURN TO: ,POWERI  .+a ' . 

. . 
4. M Y :  EV.ALUATION. IS . A S  PO~LPWS::  
i l l  . . C ~ E  " A B S O L U ~ E L Y ' . . N O ~  REPEAT';.NO~ I N D 8 1 C . ~ T I O t q  .;OF'.ANY 
IMPENDING ,.DRAST I.C.:CHANGEi 'COUP! O R : : S I M I ~ A . R ~ ~  ( 2 1 WE. ARE: 

. . . .  GENERALLY D.OUBTF.~.L: 0Fi:WAH I.0 ~ ~ S . . A C C ~ ~ R R . C Y  .AND!.-SENSE~ OF 
PROP6RTI:ON I N  REPORTING* CERTAINLY 'THERE  IS^ A .LARGE! 
r i E L f ; - S E R V  I N 0  ECEMENT. I:N A L L  W AH I D 4 . S  ACVI  O N S ~  RUT 
IaUNDERSCORE I I A l NEVER BEFORE H A V E :  SUCH QUESTIONS F O I . ,  , , , , .: ; 

. . . . .  . . . . . . .  ;i $,, 6, ?.,,,; ;;, c,,i;i.J; ,.;:a :::.it . ,  :. . :,; *,, .,:.,I , P i \ : ,  >+ 6 . i . k  ,:;<w:!< 
I '  ? .., ;$$ ,:: ;; 

. : .:. .,;,>!,!; ':: >,;, >;; .......I I;$,.? ,,;, ,:,: ,;.. +.: c,,\,25 !>: .,* .' . 
b ,  ,, " .  / . . .. : ,; > . . .,; . 

. . .  ."t"- " , , . . ,  
? .  :., No*T&',bi ,REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AU$HO~IZATION . . . . . .  C$FTHE'EXECUTIVE . SECRETARY 

, ., . , ! i  ;.. . t. 1: * " . . . . . .  . , * .1 
i . . . . . . . . . . . .  J . 
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declassified06/09/05
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WAUD COME WITH E ~ U A L  RRECISI 'ON AND) EVERY I N D I C A T I O N  OF 
AUTHORITY*  I N  V1,EW ALMOST FEUDAL K E L A T I O N S H I P  WAHID-DADO-p 
N A I M  I T . S E E M S  MOST U N L I K E L Y  THAT W A Y I D  COULQ, HAVE DARED! 
TAKE L I B E R T Z E S  WITH A C C U R A C Y ' O F  MESSAGE* . I @ )  NEWLY 
ARRIVED IRANIAN  AMBASSADOR^ TAFAZOLI ASKED M Y   OPINION^ OF: 
I IAUDJ ,WHICH QUESTION HAS NOT BEEN ASKED FOR SOME TIME. 

-4 

5 *  I CONSIDER L I K E L I H O O D  OF DAUD RETURN NO MORE THAN 
OUTSIDE P O S S I B I L I T Y Q  ALSO, D A U D t S  KNOWN P O L i I T l C S  AND 
F A M I L Y  AND DYNASTIC  LOYALTY MAKES'COUP SEEM U N L I K E L Y q  
MOREOVER VAGUE NATUREI;OF C R I S I S  IMPROBABLE' B A S I S  FOR;  ACT 
OF DESPAIR* NEVERTHELESS IT IS IYPOSS,I,BLE T O  IGNORE 
THAT SOMETHING I S  S T I R R I N G  I N  THE DAUD CAME*. .  4. , IKELIEST'  
EXPLANATIONS I N  M Y  VIEW ARE ( A  I THAT DAUD IS' CONSIDERING 
M O R E  A C T I V E  ROLE1 AFTER LONG PERIOD1 OF I N A C T I V I T Y  AND, 
( 8  1 THAT H I S  M A I N  THREAT, I F  ANY# WOULD BE MOS6T ?LiXUELY 
T O  ACT I N  ROYAL F A M I L Y  COUNCII.,:RATHER THAN BY E X T E R N ~ L  
F O R C E *  

6. UNDER THESE CJRCUMSTANCES AND WITHOUT OVERRATING 
CHANCE OF! DAUD SUCCESSI I T  WOULDr I N  M Y  O P I N I O N J  NOT 
REPEAT NOT RE I N  B E S T ' I N T E R E S T  U S G i T 0  IGNORE DAUD'S  
I N Q U I F Y *  T O  DO S O  W,OULD CONFIRM H I S  LONGSTANDING S U S P I C I O N  
t lSG H O S T I L E  T O  HIMI ,AND HE I S  CAPABLE OF B E A R I N G  LONG 
URUDGESe 

7 0  A T  SAME TIME M E  MUST AVOID G I V I N G  DAUO ANY CARD 
WHICH HE COULD AND WOUCO USE I N  STRENGTHENING H I S  HAND 
I N  AN INTERNAL POWER STRUGGLE AND WHICH COULD EVEN 
REMOTELY BE INTERPRETED AS USO SUPPORT*,  

8 *  THE~?EFOREI I F  OEPT' CQNCURS, 1 PROPOSE ACT AS FOLLOWS*: 
A *  DEAL WITH WAHID 'ONLY INDIRECTLY THROUGH SAMEi EMBOFP* 
B r  RESPOND ALONG FOLLOWING L I N E S *  ( I )  I N T E R N A L  NATURE . 

C)F AFGHAN GOVERNMEN'T rS MATTER SOLELY W I T H I N  AFGHAN DOMAIN 
ON WHICH USG CANNOT REPEAT CANNOT PROPERLY cOMMENTQ ( 2 )  
AS A MATTER OF GENERALr WORLD~WIDEI  PRINCI IPLEB USG 
ATTITUDE TOWARD ANY GOVERNMENT I S  BASED ON THAT 
C3OVERNMENTfS P O L I C I E S  AND ACTIONSJ  I N  PARTICULAR TOWARD US 
INTERESTS AND TOWARDS'PEACE AND STABIL~STY IN REGION*  
( 3 )  I F  WAHID OH OAUD WERF' T O  ASK WHE 
OF INSTRUCTIONS WASHINGTBN, I WOULD 

SCRllFP 
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